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r. Ray Thompson past Executive Vice-President of Baptist International
Missions, Inc. has rightly stated that: “The mission of the local church
is missions, and the mission of missions is to plant new indigenous
churches.”
hough there is much talk about the importance of planting indigenous
churches, in reality many church planters follow a pattern in their
church-planting ministries that results in national churches that will
probably never be self-governing, self-supporting and self-propagating.

ach section of this handbook on planting autonomous or indigenous
churches will provide valuable insight and scriptural information
concerning what the missionary church planter should be doing as well
as many of the things he should not be doing.
he church planter is encouraged to follow the example of the Lord
Jesus Christ and the pattern set down by His disciples as they went
about seeking to evangelize the lost, teach and train the new believers
and establish new congregations with strong local leadership, throughout
the known world.

♦ ♦ ♦

Glory to God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit!
The Lord has saved two
D
teenage boys, two adult ladies and two men in the past few weeks since we have
T
been here in the Spanish ministry in Walkertown, North
Carolina. We have had
E
three other adults follow the Lord in believer’s baptism and
have two more for this
coming Sunday.
T
r. Green has sought to answer many of the questions that a novice
church planter might face. There are samples of materials in the
appendices that will save the church planter much valuable time. The
book can serve as a doctrinally sound resource for the production of
the all-important documents that the ﬂedging church will need for its
organization, establishment, and continuance as an indigenous New
Testament Baptist Church.
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It has been amazing to see the Holy Spirit working, using the witness of the members
D
of the Iglesia Bautista Luz del Evangelio and the preaching of God’s Word. Last evening
I was asked to witness one-on-one to a man who wanted to be saved. How thrilling
to see him bow and trust Christ as his personal Savior. Thank you for your faithful
prayers and support. Thank God with us for His marvelous working in the hearts
of these people.
Dr. Bob C. Green

Aeronca
In addition to these tremendous blessings we have, with God’s givenThe
wisdom
and
champ
discernment, been able to identify several matters that needed, and need, God’s
H blessing I have felt like
intervention if the ministry is to move forward. With God’s
Titus as he was sent to Crete by Paul to work on some issues there. The Lord is sending
H
healing and encouragement after the passing of Brother Johnson,
but we encountered
some matters that require attention. The Lord helped us identify a small group of folk,
though good people in the Lord, who believe they would be more satisfied if they
could lead the ministry to separate from Gospel Light. I repeat they are people who
love the Lord, but neither Gospel Light Baptist Church (GLBC) nor the majority of the
folk in the Hispanic ministry want the ministry to separate from GLBC. This idea has
been a point of contention, and though this small group may need to go independent
of GLBC and the Hispanic ministry, it may need to happen for the ministry to move
forward. Please make this a matter of definite prayer as Patsy and I continue with
this transition period for a few more weeks.
aving been born during World War II and
growing up in the post war years, Brother
Green could only dream of becoming a pilot. His
dream of learning to fly seemed like an “impossible”
one.

owever, in 1963, while a freshman at Indian
River Community College, his parents, Bob and
Edris Green, gave him a check that allowed him
to begin flight instruction in an Aeronca Champ
7AC similar to this one. Little did he know that
his dream of becoming a pilot would become a lifechanging reality. He accepted Christ as his Personal
Savior in 1955 and surrendered to preach the
Gospel of Christ in 1959. He flew the Aeronca
Champ solo for the first time on January 8, 1964.
Just three years later, in January of 1967, he and
his wife, Patsy, were approved as missionaries with
BIMI to serve in Central America. This book tells of
some of the flying experiences that Brother Green
enjoyed through the past 51 years, those of some
of his associates and how, as a missionary churchplanter, God truly gave him wings.
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Forty-six years ago Patsy, Susan (three at the time) and I moved to San Miguel
in El Salvador with the purpose of starting and establishing a new fundamental
Baptist church. This past week, under the direction of Pastors Roberto Nieto and
Tony Rivera the church celebrated its 46th anniversary. BIMI missionary Matt Goines, preached the anniversary
services. What a thrill to know that from the day Jose Bonilla, the first convert came to the Lord, until now when
they have about 700 in attendance, the Lord and His Word have been honored. The Lord has done a marvelous
work in that city with many hundreds being saved through the years.
Please know we appreciate you and thank God for you. Rejoice with us and PRAY.
Your missionaries,

Bob and Patsy Green
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