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r. Ray Thompson past Executive Vice-President of Baptist International
Missions, Inc. has rightly stated that: “The mission of the local church
is missions, and the mission of missions is to plant new indigenous
churches.”
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hough there is much talk about the importance of planting indigenous
churches, in reality many church planters follow a pattern in their
church-planting ministries that results in national churches that will
probably never be self-governing, self-supporting and self-propagating.

ach section of this handbook on planting autonomous or indigenous
churches will provide valuable insight and scriptural information
concerning what the missionary church planter should be doing as well
as many of the things he should not be doing.

♦ ♦ ♦

We pray to the Lord for you and trust you are having a blessed New Year. Patsy and I are
T
ever mindful to give thanks to the Lord for all His blessings in our lives and ministry as
E
missionaries. You are a great part of both.
he church planter is encouraged to follow the example of the Lord
Jesus Christ and the pattern set down by His disciples as they went
about seeking to evangelize the lost, teach and train the new believers
and establish new congregations with strong local leadership, throughout
the known world.
r. Green has sought to answer many of the questions that a novice
church planter might face. There are samples of materials in the
appendices that will save the church planter much valuable time. The
book can serve as a doctrinally sound resource for the production of
the all-important documents that the ﬂedging church will need for its
organization, establishment, and continuance as an indigenous New
Testament Baptist Church.
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T Baptist Church (GLBC) in
Over thirty years ago we were members of Gospel Light
Walkertown, North Carolina. Brother Bobby Roberson was pastor at that time. He
D
is sorely missed but Frank Shumate has become the Senior
Pastor. When we were
members then we assisted in starting a Spanish ministry. Not long after getting it started
we left to serve in Mexico and later as missionaries to the millions of Hispanics living
in the USA. The Spanish ministry was turned over to Brother Jeff Johnson. The Lord
used Jeff during the past years (almost 30) to pastor the Hispanics, and God blessed his
Dr. Bob C. Green
leadership and ministry to enlarge the Hispanic ministry in a truly marvelous
& way.

After a prolonged battle with stage four cancer, Jeff was called home to
heaven in
champ
December 2018. It is impossible to express how much Jeff is missed by his family and
HGod.
the Spanish congregation. Jeff was and is a true servant of
aving been born during World War II and
growing up in the post war years, Brother
Green could only dream of becoming a pilot. His
dream of learning to fly seemed like an “impossible”
one.

A missionary

god gave WINGS

The Spanish congregation will be in a period of recovery and transition until they can
H
call a new pastor. Pastor Frank Shumate asked us if we could come and assist temporarily
during this time of transition. We have consented to do so starting this week. They will
be providing us with very nice housing during our stay here.
owever, in 1963, while a freshman at Indian
River Community College, his parents, Bob and
Edris Green, gave him a check that allowed him
to begin flight instruction in an Aeronca Champ
7AC similar to this one. Little did he know that
his dream of becoming a pilot would become a lifechanging reality. He accepted Christ as his Personal
Savior in 1955 and surrendered to preach the
Gospel of Christ in 1959. He flew the Aeronca
Champ solo for the first time on January 8, 1964.
Just three years later, in January of 1967, he and
his wife, Patsy, were approved as missionaries with
BIMI to serve in Central America. This book tells of
some of the flying experiences that Brother Green
enjoyed through the past 51 years, those of some
of his associates and how, as a missionary churchplanter, God truly gave him wings.

In the Scripture we read of the Apostle Paul, as a church-planting missionary, returning
to places where he had spent time starting and establishing churches. In Acts 14:2128 we read of him doing this to “encourage the believers and exhort them to remain
strong in the faith.” He knew and told them they would pass through many trials and
difficulties as believers. Truly the Hispanic ministry here has passed through a great
trial. They witnessed Jeff ’s time of suffering and now are having to deal with the loss of
his leadership and loving care as their under-shepherd.
Because we were involved with this ministry in its inception we want to help them
through the time of transition. Please stand with us and pray for us to have the wisdom
and anointing that only comes from God.
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Books available through
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booksamillion.com
TheOldPathsPublications.com

Though our time here will be temporary and we will be obligated on Sundays and Wednesdays, in spite of this
we hope to be able to visit with the pastors of several of our supporting churches in the Triad area...at least for
breakfast or even just a cup of coffee (or water). We have not met some of the pastors and would like to do so.
Any of you that would be interested and available can contact me at 423-309-0563. Do so if you have questions.
We thank God for 52 years of service as missionaries and for the souls saved and churches established. Thank
you!!!
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