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Dear Friends in Christ:

D

r. Ray Thompson past Executive Vice-President of Baptist International
Missions, Inc. has rightly stated that: “The mission of the local church
is missions, and the mission of missions is to plant new indigenous
churches.”

INDIGENOUS CHURCHES

bgreen@bimi.org

hough there is much talk about the importance of planting indigenous
churches, in reality many church planters follow a pattern in their
church-planting ministries that results in national churches that will
probably never be self-governing, self-supporting and self-propagating.

ach section of this handbook on planting autonomous or indigenous
churches will provide valuable insight and scriptural information
concerning what the missionary church planter should be doing as well
as many of the things he should not be doing.
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he church planter is encouraged to follow the example of the Lord
Jesus Christ and the pattern set down by His disciples as they went
about seeking to evangelize the lost, teach and train the new believers
and establish new congregations with strong local leadership, throughout
the known world.

♦ ♦ ♦
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The past few weeks have been very busy ones as we have
continued actively and
aggressively to get His Gospel to lost folk. We are grateful
to you, for your prayers
E
and your support of the ministry. THANK YOU FROM OUR HEARTS!
r. Green has sought to answer many of the questions that a novice
church planter might face. There are samples of materials in the
appendices that will save the church planter much valuable time. The
book can serve as a doctrinally sound resource for the production of
the all-important documents that the ﬂedging church will need for its
organization, establishment, and continuance as an indigenous New
Testament Baptist Church.

aving been born during World War II and
growing up in the post war years, Brother
Green could only dream of becoming a pilot. His
dream of learning to fly seemed like an “impossible”
one.

A MISSIONARY GOD GAVE WINGS ♦ ♦ ♦ Dr. Bob C. Green

The Lord blessed our trip to Florida to assist George
D and Kathy Smith of the
Bethel Baptist Church and also David Ramirez and his family of the Liberty
Baptist Church, both of Fort Pierce. Though we did not have anyone trust Christ
during our time there we did sow a lot of Gospel seed. We met the Smiths’
Hispanic neighbors and appreciated being able to visit each of the eight to ten
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families along with George and David Ramirez. We continue toDr.pray
& for God
Aeronca
to use the witness they have received from George and Kathy andThe
us.
PLEASE
champ
PRAY FOR SOULS TO BE SAVED. Also, pray for some or many of them to
H
become involved at Bethel or Liberty.

A missionary

god gave WINGS

H by Liberty Baptist under
We are truly blessed to be associated with and supported
Dr. Wallace Cooley’s leadership and Bethel Baptist under Pastor Ken Norman’s
leadership.
owever, in 1963, while a freshman at Indian
River Community College, his parents, Bob and
Edris Green, gave him a check that allowed him
to begin flight instruction in an Aeronca Champ
7AC similar to this one. Little did he know that
his dream of becoming a pilot would become a lifechanging reality. He accepted Christ as his Personal
Savior in 1955 and surrendered to preach the
Gospel of Christ in 1959. He flew the Aeronca
Champ solo for the first time on January 8, 1964.
Just three years later, in January of 1967, he and
his wife, Patsy, were approved as missionaries with
BIMI to serve in Central America. This book tells of
some of the flying experiences that Brother Green
enjoyed through the past 51 years, those of some
of his associates and how, as a missionary churchplanter, God truly gave him wings.

We also enjoyed a little time with Pastor and Mrs. Anthony Aiken of Bible Baptist
Church. Lord willing we will be with them for their Missions Conference the last
weekend of October. We are so grateful God brought them to minister at Bible
Baptist.
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As we were on our way to be in the Missions Conference
of Calvary Baptist Church in Sanford, Maine, where
Dr. Todd Bell is the missionary founder and pastor, we
received word that my brother Ray Green of Chipley,
Florida, had passed away. We returned to Chattanooga and then drove to
Chipley to be in the funeral on Tuesday evening the 9th. Ray was 71 and served
in the US Army in Vietnam. He retired after 25 years as a wildlife officer with
the Florida Freshwater Game Commission. He was saved as a young man in
a service where I had preached, and was a member recently of the Berean
Baptist Church in Chipley where Pastor Paul Hill serves. He had been sick for
a number of years and was faithfully cared for by Ilene, his wife of 52 years.
They have two daughters and a number of grandchildren. Though only the
Lord and the individual know for sure, but a middle aged man prayed during the invitation at the end
of the funeral service to trust Christ as Saviour. May that be so for his good and Christ’s glory…and
to Ray’s satisfaction.

PO Box 9
Harrison, TN 37341
Phone: 423 344 5050
Fax: 423 344 4774
www.bimi.org

We left Chipley after the service and drove until about 3:00 a.m. Wednesday morning so we could
stay ahead of Hurricane Michael. The Lord was gracious to us and after a day of pulling ourselves
together physically and otherwise, we headed to Indiana for our grandson’s wedding. Joshua and
Gabby were married on the 13th. We thoroughly enjoyed the time with family. At the wedding site
I met and talked with a believer named Buchelt. He is witnessing to his work acquaintances as the
Lord allows. Pray for him.
On Friday the 12th I was able to fellowship with church-planter Dr. Todd Bell and Major JenniferRuth Green of Hyles-Anderson and MissionAero Pilpeline. I met the 20 plus school students that
are a part of the MissionAero Pipeline program at City Baptist, heard Missionary Bell preach twice
and then also accompanied him and Jennifer-Ruth to the chapel service at H/A. The Lord used him
in a mighty way to speak to hearts. HE is also using Major Green as she serves and leads in several
capacities there. Pray for Dr. Douglas, the President of Hyles Anderson as he had a serious heart
attack.
Please keep us in your prayers as we continue to serve the Lord in the Hispanic Ministries and
as Aviation Director with BIMI. We pray to see the Hispanic neighbors of the Smiths as we are in
Ft. Pierce again in a few days. The Smiths are also mentoring several young adults in a Friday night
home Bible study. We thank God for what HE is doing in lives in so many places. Also, please pray
for the folk who are still without power and many vital resources after the passing of Hurricane
Michael.
THANK YOU AGAIN FOR PRAYING AND SUPPORTING OUR MINISTRY.
Your Missionaries,
Bob & Patsy Green

