
 

 

Branch Family update –       January/February, 2016 
     Greetings from South Africa to all our faithful friends and supporters!  What a privilege to serve God in such 
a beautiful place!  God’s hand has been working mightily in answer to your prayers 

Personal 
     January was quite a month, if not a bit overwhelming!  After a great commissioning service in our home church, 
we visited the South African Home Affairs office in Washington, DC, confident of getting our visas in plenty of 
time before our scheduled flight.  But due to a huge snowstorm, our visas got stuck in a postal facility in Maryland 
for three days before finally arriving literally hours before time to leave for the airport.  Thank you for praying!   
     With visas in hand, it was time to bid farewell to our family, which was one of the most difficult things we’ve 
ever done.  The flight and arrival into South Africa went very smoothly and all seventeen pieces of luggage arrived 
in good condition.  After a couple nights in Johannesburg, it was on to White River to start settling in.  The family 
we are working with, the Badgetts, opened their home to us during our first two weeks here.  We’re so thankful 
for their hospitality and all the help they have given in getting us acclimated to our new home. 
     In just three short weeks since our arrival, God has answered many prayers.  We were able to purchase a 
Volkswagen van from a local pastor enabling us to save thousands of dollars.  It’s a rugged, dependable vehicle 
with plenty of room to transport people as needed.  God has also given us a safe, comfortable home very close 
to town and is filling it with appliances and furniture.  With the money we had saved plus what we had been 
given towards these needs, God provided sufficient funds for setup expenses without having to “break the bank.” 
     While the transition to a new home and culture where EVERYTHING is so different has not been without 
difficulty, God is greatly blessing us.  His grace is evident giving us great strength and teaching us how to be good 
missionaries.  We’re even learning how to do some small electrical work and Malachi has learned how to paint!  
I’m so thankful to see a gracious spirit in my dear wife and also Malachi and Anna as we serve the Lord together! 

Ministry 
     With ministries already in place, we’ve been able to get involved almost immediately.  God is blessing both 
village churches, and while the first services were lightly attended with the only visitors being three cows, two 
dogs and some chickens, attendance has grown each Sunday with members being faithful and visitors in nearly 
every service since.  It’s great to see Joseph, a man who got saved when we were here two years ago, attending 
faithfully with his wife.  John and his family, who appeared briefly in our deputation video, had just moved to the 
area back then and are now also faithfully attending.  We also enjoy the privilege to preach each Thursday 
morning at a local high school to approximately two hundred students.  Reformers Unanimous meetings are well-
attended also and there is growing interest from the surrounding communities.  Most of all, we’re thankful for 
God’s power working in people’s hearts as they respond to the preaching.   
     Every Saturday morning we enjoy going into the villages to give out tracts and invite people to services.  Some 
members walk or ride a bike for miles just to meet with us for evangelism!  People here are very receptive to the 
gospel which is so encouraging.  Also, starting this week, God is giving me the opportunity to begin working with 
Balito, one of the faithful men in the church, on some leadership and Bible training.  Please pray for this young 
man from Mozambique that God will work in his heart and life, and he can become a strong leader in the church.  

Prayer 
  PRAY for God to grant permanent pieces of land needed for both village churches   
      PRAY for our family as we continue to transition to our new home and ministry 
      PRAY also for God to save souls and bring new people to the services 
      PRAY for people in the church: Bonita, Joyce, Happy, Mpendulo, Alfred, Jane, Mandla, Bentu, and Jeanette 
PLEASE NOTE OUR UPDATED CONTACT INFORMATION IN THE BOX TO THE LEFT!  We love hearing from you!! 

 
In Christ’s Service, 
The Branch Family 
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