
Praises! 

- Safely arrived in 
Indonesia and are 

settled into our home 

- Kalel’s health is back 
to normal again 

- Started language 
lessons a few weeks ago 

- Already had many 
ministry opportunities 

especially amongst 
the university students 

in town 

- Great turnouts for our 
Christmas Events at 

Meeting Point Baptist  
Church

Dear supporting churches and praying friends, 

 Greetings from warm and beautiful Indonesia! We are so excited to be writing our first 
prayer letter from the field! We also want to wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year celebrating our Saviour with your loved ones.  

Taking Time to Adjust 
 We arrived in Bandung, Indonesia on Friday 
November 16. As this letter is being written, we just passed 
the one month mark of living on the field. It has been a 
whirlwind month of culture shock, adjusting to our new home 
and diving into ministry. The Lord has already taught us so 
many lessons in faith, whether it be driving on the other side 
of the road for the first time or trying to communicate to 
strangers in a language we don’t know yet!  

Kalel’s Hospital Adventure 
 Our biggest test happened during the first couple of 
weeks after our arrival. All three of us were struggling with 
stomach bugs, which was to be expected. We did our best to 
stay hydrated and took medication to help our stomachs but 
Kalel had the hardest time. He wouldn’t keep any food or drinks down and as a result, became 
very lethargic, dehydrated and even began hallucinating. The week leading up to this, the Lord 
allowed Kezia to meet a kind believer who is not Indonesian but living here for work. She 
recommended a great private hospital in the city in case something should happen to Kalel - that 
advice came at the perfect time! The hospital was very clean, 
efficient and the staff were kind and very professional. Then the 
Lord allowed us to cross paths with a great pediatrician who 
also speaks English!  
 As we arrived at the hospital, the staff diagnosed 
him right away with extreme dehydration. They put an IV in 
and we stayed at the hospital for three days. Those few days 
could have been filled with worry but the Lord truly filled us 
with a sweet peace. We looked at this as a great opportunity 
for us to push ourselves to communicate in Bahasa to the staff. 
I’m sure we became known as, “the family that looks 
Indonesian but is definitely not!” It was also a time for the Lord 
to build up our faith and prayer life to another level.  
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“For unto us 
a child is 

born, unto us 
a Son is 

given…” 

Isaiah 9:6



 Kalel has since then made a complete recovery and has even gained more weight than 
before! Our family is trying to be even more more diligent at staying hydrated.  

Starting Language Lessons 
 At the time of writing this, we have been studying the Indonesian language for about 
three weeks now. We have lessons at our home, five days a week. We praise the Lord for a great 
language tutor. Even in a few weeks time, we are learning very quickly and retaining very much. 
We realized that one secret to learning a language is to not be afraid to make yourself 
uncomfortable. We try to purposefully put ourselves in situations where we need to interact with 
Indonesians to break the wall of “awkwardness” or “embarrassment”. It also helps to be able to 
laugh at your mistakes, because we’ve made plenty!  
 Another exciting thing to come out of our language lessons is the relationship we are 
building with our tutor, Nabiah. She is the first Muslim that the Lord has brought across our path 
to personally be able to build a relationship with. Because we arrived right before Christmas 
time, Nabiah has been in our home observing how we decorate and prepare for Christmas. 
About a week ago, she began to ask questions about why we celebrate Christmas and what we 
do on Christmas. Although it was in the very little Bahasa we know, this was the perfect 
opportunity to introduce her to Jesus and the Christmas story. Please pray as we continue to 
cultivate this relationship and for the boldness to clearly share the gospel with her 
someday.  

Great Turnouts for Our Christmas 
Events 
 Our team worked hard to prepare 
for some exciting outreach events for the 
Christmas season. One Wednesday was 
devoted to a Kid’s Club and English Bible 
study Christmas Party. Then we had a Sunday 
evening Christmas Acoustic Worship Night 
where we invited many friends and loved 
ones in the community. These events 
included preaching, Christmas songs, games, 
a photo booth, hot chocolate bar, door 
prizes, plenty of food and wonderful 
fellowship! I had the opportunity to preach in 
English during one of these nights. Both 
events also had attendances in the 60’s with 
some visitors as well! We are praying for 
fruit to come from these wonderful 
outreach opportunities! 
  
 We pray that this Christmas season, 
each of us would take time to meditate on the Lord’s goodness in our lives. This Creator of the 
world came down to dwell with and die for His creation - this is the same Saviour we get to serve 
today! Have a wonderful Christmas!  
       In His Service, 
       Thomas, Kezia and Kalel Bui

Prayer Requests 

- Opportunity to 
share the Gospel 

and continue 
building a 

relationship with 
our language 
tutor, Nabiah 

- Fruit to come out 
of our Christmas 
outreach events 

- Our VISAs to be 
finished being 

processed (we’ve 
been told they’ll 
be ready by the 
end of January)  

- Growth in our 
language learning 

- Adjustment to life 
in Indonesia  



 


