“There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard.” Psalm 19:3
It's common knowledge that people who don’t attend church regularly will at least try to make a point to show up on Easter and Christmas.
The Deaf are no different. It seemed that the few weeks leading up to our Christmas service were full of tension and frustration. It was one of
those times when you knew there was a problem, but you couldn't quite put your finger on what it was. We knew there would be several "twoservice-a-year" people that day and I wanted to focus my message on "Jesus Christ, the Perfect Gift Who Was Wrapped in a Manger." It seemed
simple enough, but I just could not get my thoughts together. It appeared that the Devil was fighting at every turn. I knew that our Jewish
Deaf friend would be there, several "religious but lost" people would be there, and several lost family members of faithful attendees (who have
been praying for their salvation) would be there as well. It was the perfect time to present a clear plan of salvation, but I could not collect my
thoughts. I am sure this has never happened to you!
On that Sunday morning before I left the house, I told my wife, "The Devil just does not want this sermon to come together--it has been a
struggle for weeks." We then proceeded to pray together before heading off to church. Several visitors were in the service and God certainly
came through that day (as He has a tendency to do!) During the invitation in a hearing church, we ask people to bow their heads and close
their eyes--we don't do that in a Deaf church for obvious reasons. All eyes are open during the invitation--there is no privacy. On that Sunday,
two people raised their hand for salvation and one of them came forward. My wife was able to lead her to the Lord. The other did not come
forward as her special needs child was with her and she wanted to wait until she was alone. Five other people met with me privately and
wanted me to answer their questions in their homes. A Catholic couple talked with me in my office for one hour after the service. We then
knew why the Devil was fighting so hard, but we know God has bigger boxing gloves! During the week, we were able to speak with Judy
regarding assurance of salvation, and another Deaf lady named Regina professed Christ during a hospital visit. We still have those who are
hesitant to make a decision due to their religious upbringing. Please pray for us in this regard. We can certainly see God's hand at work here.
This year we celebrated our first Christmas together as a church with 68 in attendance. We did not have enough tactile interpreters for the six
DeafBlind who would be attending, so we reached out to the interpreting program at the local community college. Since these students
needed practicum hours, seven of them volunteered and we were able to get the help needed to allow the DeafBlind to have full access. It was
a blessed evening with several visitors expressing their desire to attend our services in the future. More exciting things to come!
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