“There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard.” Psalm 19:3
Recently, I had the opportunity to take our family to the Christmas lights at the Columbus Zoo. One of the college young
men who attends our church occasionally was going to be there around the same time with his girlfriend. His sister told us
that we might see them. We never saw them and later left in the evening. When we mentioned this to him later, he said,
"Yeah, when we walked through the parking lot, I saw the church van and told my girlfriend, 'Hey, that's the van for my
church!” Just that simple possessive pronoun "my" meant a great deal to me. It's when visitors stop being visitors and start to
feel like family. It's when they ask how to become a member and how they can get involved. It's when they go from just
contributing to being committed. It's that subtle transition from, "I go to that church or your church." to "That's my church."
My family and I have been able to have even more personal involvement recently with the people who have been
attending. They have been asking for spiritual help, for guidance, and for discipleship. Whether it be a difficult job situation;
heartbreak over a child; or the death of a loved one; we have been hearing the words, "Thank you for listening." and "Thank
you for being there for us." or "I have learned so much." Another faithful lady told us recently, "I have absolutely no doubt
that this is where God wants me.” These are the words that warm our hearts and give us the encouragement to continue in
what we are doing.
Since our last prayer letter, we have seen four more people profess Christ--3 Deaf and 1 hearing. One of these is Cari, the
daughter of a Deaf couple who attends. Our daughters have been teaching her during Sunday School each week and Jessalyn
was excited to be able to lead her to the Lord. Even our own daughters are making the transition from "the church that my
parents started" to "my" church. Cari's grandfather just passed away and our girls have been there to provide hugs for her,
send encouraging texts, etc. on their own. It's when we are at the store and they say, "I would like to get something for
Cari.” It's when we have a church activity and they hope certain people come or are disappointed when they don't. It's when
the church plant begins to take root. This is what God has done and what He has thankfully called us to do. Thank you for
your invaluable part in this effort. Please pray for our upcoming first church anniversary on Sunday, May 5th!
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