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I have never been a fan of coffee.  I have added sugar or crème in varying quantities but for some reason, I still 
have the feeling that I am drinking mud.  Now before you condemn me, let me say that I do drink it.  Meeting with 
people for coffee at a local café has been an invaluable tool in furthering my relationship with them.  Face to face, 
friendships are solidified, and people are more open to talking about spiritual things.

Fred, a banker by profession, referees my basketball games from time to time.  Over the past year God has allowed 
me to develop a good rapport with him.  Recently we met up for coffee on one of his days off.  Fred was raised 
traditionally in the Catholic church, yet he claims not to believe in the existence of God.  Our short coffee break 
turned into a two-hour marathon presentation and defense of God and the Gospel.  I have met some proud 
individuals in my life, but Fred takes the cake!  Having said that, I am undeterred because God can break even the 
proudest heart.  Pray that God would use me in Fred’s life.

One morning not too long ago, I joined Léo for a (you guessed it!) coffee.  He is originally from Shanghai, China 
but  has lived and worked the majority of his adult life in France.  I made his acquaintance several years ago 
because he manages a local pizza restaurant.  As we sat around the table talking, Léo shared the burden he has 
for his children in our crazy world.  His Buddhism is not 
something that seems to gives him any measure of hope 
or true confidence.  I presented Jesus Christ and the cross 
as our only hope.   Please pray with me for Léo and his 
family.

Since moving to Charleville, we have had a burden for the 
neighboring city of Sedan.  Located 20 minutes east of us, 
it has a population of approximately 20,000.  There is no 
Gospel-preaching church, however, in the community. We 
partnered with our friends from the Hièrges church for a 
missions emphasis project.  Together, twelve volunteers 
walked through the streets of Sedan and several other 
villages, placing invitations to our church as well as tracts 
in mailboxes. We ended up distributing 1,500 literature 
packets.  

We thank God for a great Christmas service on December 
18.  Seven visitors came that Sunday–all from my 
basketball team!  Please pray that 2017 will be full of more 
opportunities to minister to these men and their families.  

May the Lord bless you in this new year! 
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