
 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given:      

Isaiah 9:6 

The greatest gift ever given or received is God’s free gift                                    

of eternal life through Christ Jesus. This time of year provides                              

a unique opportunity to share God’s free gift with others. Recently, we made a quick 

trip to the States for our missionary Candidate School. Though we only had a week, 

we purposed to visit my 83-year-old mother, Hedi, whom we had not seen since 

2014. Oma, as our boys call her, was born in a small Bavarian town in Germany and 

raised as a devout Catholic. Years ago, while attending Central State University, I 

received Christ as my Savior, through a gospel tract,”God’s Simple Plan Of Salvation”. 

As the first born again Christian in my family, I was eager to share that great gift 

with all who would hear. Unfortunately, not all were as eager to receive it. 

Throughout the years my mother has heard us tell often the wonderful story of 

God’s saving grace and has even come to hear me preach it. Our two oldest boys, 

who are now preachers, had even witnessed to their Oma on occasion. However, 

this time was different, as God had prepared her heart to receive it. The last day of 

our visit we shared with her how that we would like to give her something for 

Christmas. And as many good mothers, she said that she had all she needed and 

didn’t want any presents for Christmas. Then we shared how that we would like to 

give her the same gift that we gave to my father shortly before  he died  of  cancer,   
two weeks before the Christmas of 1998.  

Soon she was praying to receive God’s 

gift of eternal life. With the tears flowing, 

she looked up and said, “I’m now saved”! 

What a joy to know Christ and make Him 

known to those we love the most! 
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