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Dear praying friends,        December 2015 

They say “When it rains, it pours.”  Well it has been raining nonstop here with high winds and frigid 

temperatures.  It also has been a trying time for us recently.  On November 21
st
, my wife gave birth to 

Matthew William who was by far our biggest baby at 8 lbs. 7 oz! They 

both are doing fine.  Soon after he arrived I had to take our oldest to the 

ER for breathing difficulties.  This “cold” several of the boys had was a 

difficult one!  With an inhaler and antibiotics he made a pretty quick 

recovery.  Then one week later I found myself again at the ER this time 

with our second son Stephen.  They quickly put him on oxygen and 

admitted him.  Suspicions were confirmed—

pneumonia!  I am still in the hospital with him three days later and they say it 

will be another 3-4 days!  As you could imagine, with no family or loved ones 

nearby to help, it has been very stressful for my wife and me sleeping on a cot 

and taking turns staying with him!  We are concerned of course about the others 

with coughs and our tiny 12 day old!  Though all this took us by surprise, it 

didn’t surprise our Lord and He is sustaining us.  We are thankful for a man in 

our church who led the service Wednesday night; however, this has shown us the 

need more than ever for a “team” concept in missions.  We 

are praying the Williams family is able to come soon!   

 

On a bright note, we have had several visitors the last few 

weeks in Sunday services and the Kid’s Club continues to 

encourage us as we see the growth in the children who 

come.  They are learning to listen to the “lessons” and 

actually singing the songs.  These children have 

never been to church and it is all new to them!   

We had a baby shower for a 15 year old girl who 

has been coming.  Her somewhat skeptical 

mother was very impressed with the shower and 

her attitude toward us and Christianity has 

softened.  My wife has started a new class for preteens on Wednesday nights as there have 

been several coming to church faithfully and bringing friends.  She also had a fun day with 

them teaching them to use a sewing machine and making crafts.  We celebrated Bonfire Night at our 

house with a barbeque, hay rides, and fireworks. It threatened to pour but rained before and afterwards!  

We had around 30 come including the parents of one of the preteen girls!  Little by little we are getting 

into the community.   

Thank you for your prayers and support.  THEY ARE NEEDED!  

The James Mansfield Family 


