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Marie Family update 

"Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the LORD is.  For he shall 
be like a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall 
not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the year of 
drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit." Jeremiah 17:7-8  
!
Good afternoon,  
     I hope this update finds everyone doing well.  
Thank you for all of your prayers and your 
financial support.  We are ever appreciative of 
how God takes care of us and our ministry 
through each of you! 
     January was a rather average month for us, but 
February was where a new level of busyness 
began for the Marie family.  You may recall us 
talking about the Bible translation project in our 
last update.  Well, that project began in the 
beginning of February.  The first couple of weeks 
my team members and I spent setting up a space 
to work out of and spent time trying to figure out 
our roles and how the translation would progress.  
The Bible Society that is backing the project then 
sent us to Ecuador for a 2-week training session 
along with translation teams from 11 other Latin 
and South American countries. We found our 
training sessions to be extremely helpful to our 
project.  My 3 deaf team members are digging into 
the first passage that the Bible Society selected for 
translation and I am helping them understand a lot 
of words they don't understand as well as giving 
them Biblical background and context for what 
they are trying to interpret.  Remember the deaf 
can barely read and I am working with some of 
the most educated deaf in Bolivia.  Right now they 
are compiling a video dictionary as I teach them 

new words and phrases, which will serve as a 
valuable tool throughout the project.  It really is an 
exciting project because not only are we creating 
something that will open up the Bible to a whole 
people group, but my team members, who also 
attend my ministry, are learning so much more 
about the Bible and I have this wonderful 
opportunity to influence these 3 people to such a 
greater depth.   
     This Bible translation project is important and 
we have already seen opposition in various forms.  
My 3 team members consist of a single young 
woman named Jimena who moved here from 
another city, Jesus Fernando who is married and 
attends our church services and my seminary 
classes, and also Pastor Rodolfo who is also 
married and basically serves as my co-pastor in 
my ministry.  Jimena has admitted to struggling 
with loneliness since she is new to the city and she 
left all her family and friends behind.  Jesus 
Fernando's wife Patricia recently asked me to do 
some marital counseling with them both because 
of some ongoing issues that we were previously 
unaware of and on top of that Patricia is facing 
some new health issues.  And Rodolfo also has 
been having some struggles with his wife who 
self-admittedly doesn't have a heart for ministry 
and who struggles with a negative attitude.  We 
won't pretend to be perfect Christians.  Our family   
!
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!!!!!This!last!Saturday!the!mission!helped!us!plan!and!run!a!big!deaf!
activity!celebrating!Bolivian!Father's!Day.!!It!was!a!huge!success.!!We!
had!several!new!visitors!come!for!the!whole!activity!and!then!for!a!
short!period!we!had!a!couple!teachers!bring!by!a!big!group!of!hard!
of!hearing!youth.!!All!people!included,!we!had!around!65!people!
come!to!the!activity.!
!!!!!Sunday!was!a!special!day!for!us.!!We!celebrated!our!oneDyear!
anniversary!at!Sordos!Para!Cristo.!!Our!mission!team!visitors!helped!
make!the!anniversary!extra!special.!!The!highlight!on!Sunday!was!at!
the!end!of!the!service!when!our!deaf!friend!Ulises,!who!has!been!
faithfully!attending!church!and!faithfully!attending!my!seminary!
classes,!put!his!faith!in!Jesus!Christ!as!his!Savior!!!!It!was!an!
emotional!time!for!all!of!us.!!!!!
!!!!!Continue!praying!for!more!deaf!and!their!families!to!come!and!
pray!that!God!will!open!their!hearts!to!the!truth!of!the!Gospel.!!Pray!
that!God!will!use!the!booklets!and!tracts!that!got!handed!out!to!bring!
more!people!to!our!ministry.!!Pray!that!God!will!protect!us!because!
Satan!is!that!roaring!lion!trying!to!destroy!us!and!the!work!we!are!
doing!here!in!Bolivia.!!Your!prayers!are!so!important!to!us!and!to!our!
ministry!!
!!!!!Please!check!our!Facebook!page!Luke & Jessica Marie-
4thegospelssake-Bolivia later this week as we sort and organize our 
photos and get them uploaded from all of the activities over this last 
week.!
!
!
For!the!Gospel's!Sake,!!
!
Luke & Jessica Marie 
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has also had some struggles.  We have had to learn to adjust to the new 
busy schedule and we have had times of stress and times we feel worn 
out.  We have also struggled as a family with a lot of sickness and colds 
over the last 6 months or so.  Aside from Satan's internal attacks the 
translation team is also experiencing external attacks.  The big deaf 
association in Bolivia is demanding that the Bible Society let them be a 
part of the Bible translation team.  They insist that anything to do with 
sign language must go through them first and they have to approve 
everything.  We have had issues with this association in the past.  They 
act as though they own Bolivian sign language.  The Bible Society has 
firmly said no and there is to be a big meeting in a few weeks where I 
will get to personally explain to the deaf association what it is we are 
doing and why it is not under their "jurisdiction."  We want to remain on 
friendly terms with this organization, but we don't want an unsaved 
group that has zero Bible knowledge dictating what signs we use to 
translate the Bible into sign language.  Please pray that God will work all 
out in our favor and for His glory! 
     Aside from all of that, church has been going well.  My seminary 
class now has 10 faithful deaf students.  Pray they stay faithful!  Jessica 
spent the last couple of months creating, photographing, and designing a 
neat little booklet that explains what our ministry is and also teaches 
some sign language in it.  I helped put it into a format we could take to 
the printers and we had a huge batch printed.  We also spent a good deal 
of time preparing for a mission team from one of our supporting 
churches, Anthony Baptist Church.  They came last week and were a 
huge blessing!  During their visit the team was broken up into two 
different groups.  We had a work crew at the church building counters in 
our kitchen, building us a pulpit, and also building us some better seating 
in our entryway.  The other part of the team spent time with us in the 
mornings and afternoons passing out our ministry booklets we just made 
and also tracts to go with them.  We don't have an official count yet, but 
we believe we passed out well over 8,000 booklets and 8,000 tracts in 
various places throughout the city.  It was neat to watch people open up 
and read the tracts and booklets.  On more than one occasion we had 
people ask for extras to give to family or friends.  !
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"Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season..." 2 Timothy 4:2 a 
 

Father's Day Activity 

Rodolfo, Ulises, Luke 1-Year Anniversary at 
Sordos Para Cristo 

with Anthony Baptist Church 
 


