
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  

A Child of the King 
 

It is really exciting to us to think about God adopting us into His family.  We are joint heirs 
with Jesus himself!  And what a powerful example set for us! This Ron Hamilton song has 
been especially meaningful to our family here lately.  “I’m adopted, hallelujah!  I’ve got a 
new song.  I’m adopted, hallelujah!  I finally belong.  I’ve got a brand new family 
overflowing with love.  I’m a child of my Father above.”  If you have been following our 
updates this year then you know that we began the process to adopt back in the end of 
November.  Well we finally have exciting news for you all.  Mid-June we were assigned a 
little girl and we began to visit her in the orphanage.  On June 24th we welcomed Ilanna 
Esperanza Marie home into her forever family.  The court gave us guardianship of her 
for a trial period, which we completed.  Then we had our final evaluation, which was quite 
pleasant, and yesterday morning we had our final audience with the judge where she 
finalized and legalized our adoption!  Ilanna is now a Marie!!  It has been a roller coaster 
journey.  We are so thankful for you praying us through it.  The most amazing part about 
this adoption was that Ilanna was a very specific answer to prayer.   Let me summarize 
what happened.  Back in Nov and Dec we met this little girl while working on our 
Christmas project at the orphanage and absolutely fell in love with her.  At that time God 
confirmed in our hearts that He wanted us to adopt, but Bolivian law says you can’t select 
the child you want.  You get the next child on the list within the age range you asked for.  
Through many obstacles and much prayer and growth through prayer, God saw it fit to 
answer our prayer with a miracle.  We believe that if we hadn’t spent over 6 months on 
our knees petitioning God for Ilanna, that we would have a different child today.  We 
believe in the sovereignty of God, but we also believe in the beautiful mystery of the 
power of prayer.  God allows prayer to effect change.  God answered our prayers!!  
Someday we will write more about this story.  There are so many amazing details. 
 

Update 
 

“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be 
called the sons of God:” 1 John 3:1 
 

Marie Family 

1.) The continued 

adjustment with 

our new daughter 

Ilanna 

2.) Church growth 

3.) Deaf school 

teacher Letzi and 

her salvation and 

open doors to 

teach the deaf 

teens 

4.) Our Bible study 

on the family 

Prayer Requests 

May | June 2014  

Our beautiful girls I lanna, Hayley, & Keira 



 

Our highlight for the month of May was the 
Bolivian Mother’s Day activity that we put on 
for the ladies of the church.  We had a 
surprising number of visitors, which made 
Jessica nervous since she was teaching, but 
everything turned out great.  We had plenty of 
games, snacks, and prizes, but the best part of 
the day was getting to give the Gospel to a 
bunch of deaf ladies that don’t come to church.  
Since that activity we have seen some off and 
on attendance to church by some of those 
ladies.  Keep praying that God opens doors into 
these people’s lives and hearts.   
 
June was a slower month.  Schools let out for 
their winter vacations and our church didn’t do 
anything special, just normal church activities.  
We did get asked to start a special Bible study 
focusing on God, marriage, and family with 
two couples from our church.  Please keep that 
in prayer.  Both these couples are married, but 
they have seen a number of broken marriages 
with relatives and they are worried.  Not only is 
this a good opportunity to ground them 
biblically in this area, but it is also a good 
opportunity for us to disciple them.  Our church 
lacks leadership. 
 
Continue to pray for our ministry at the deaf 
school.  One of the teachers has been quite 
open about protesting against us teaching the 
teens.  She claims that the teens’ academic 
studies don’t allow room for a Bible class.  The 
director of the school still wants us to come, 
but the teacher often won’t let the teens come 
to our class.  We know this is a spiritual battle.  
Please pray for this teacher.  Her name is Letzi. 
 
Thank you for your continued financial and 
prayer support of our ministry.  You are a 
blessing to us.  We value your prayers.  They 
are more important than you realize.  Love and 
blessings to you all. 
 
For the Gospel’s Sake,  
 
Luke & Jessica Marie 
 

Contact Info: 
 

Field Address: Casilla #733 
Sucre, Bolivia, South America 

 
Support Info: BIMI P.O. Box 
9215 Chattanooga, TN 37412 

 
www.4thegospelssake.com 

LukeMarie@bimi.org 
   

Looking back… 
 

Our adoption 
announcement 

Jessica teaching at the Mother’s Day activity 

Most of the ladies wearing props after a game at the 
Mother’s Day activity 

~Adoption~ 
is the heart of the 

Gospel. 
 


