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Marie Family Update 
 

when I interpreted.  So this school year 
when he took over the deaf school, he 
effectively shut me out.  He also got elected 
president of Sucre’s small interpreter’s 
association and I got blacklisted for 
interpreting in Sucre.  I haven’t been asked 
to interpret for over a year now.  We are 
familiar with ministry struggles and none 
of that took us by surprise nor did it 
discourage us from God’s purpose for us.  
What it did do was open our hearts to the 
possibility of God moving us on to a new 
area.  Our hearts are in Sucre and we 
figured we would be here many more 
years, but we couldn’t deny God working.  
So we started seeking counsel and came to 
the conclusion God was moving us on.  
Once God’s will became clear to us it 
seemed that everything fell into place very 
quickly.  We no longer had a contract with 
the rooms we were renting for church and 
our contract on our house had just ended.  
So we have spent about the last 6 weeks 
preparing for our big move and have 
everything lined up to go.   
 
We are excited about new opportunities in 
Santa Cruz.  While we get our feet under us 
we will be joining a fellow BIMI missionary 
and his new church plant helping out in 
whatever way we can.  
 

Living by faith 
 

 
Greetings to all our family and friends!  I 
trust this letter finds you doing well 
rejoicing in our precious Saviour no matter 
what path He is leading you down.   
 
God has been moving and shaking in our 
lives the last few months.  Now He is 
leading us down a road that we had 
previously never considered.  After much 
prayer and consideration and seeking 
counseling from our sending church, our 
mission board director, and others we have 
made the decision to move from our city 
Sucre to the city of Santa Cruz here in 
Bolivia.   
 
For the last two years our church 
attendance has been slowly declining. This 
has been, in part, to a number of our 
members that have left Sucre in search of 
jobs and in part to personal struggles and 
sin issues.  We have also seen a decline in 
the deaf population in Sucre because so 
many of them are taking jobs in other 
cities and even in other countries.  Apart 
from declining church attendance and 
declining deaf population, God closed the 
doors for teaching at the deaf school via a 
new director named Max.  As far as we 
know Max decided he didn’t like me 
because I never asked the deaf to pay me 
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I will also have opportunity to teach in a 
seminary.  I have to talk to the leadership 
of the seminary once we get to Santa Cruz.  
Also we mentioned in the past our desire 
to create a DVD tract in sign language for 
the deaf of Bolivia.  Well the deaf pastor 
that agreed to help me lives in Santa Cruz, 
so it will be easier to work on that now.  I 
am going to try and get together with that 
pastor on a regular basis.  We would like 
to see the DVD tract finished and 
distributed on a national level this year.  It 
is a big project.  We are very excited about 
it!  Once we get settled in and we get to 
know people and different churches in 
Santa Cruz, we would love to see more 
deaf ministries established with their own 
pastors preaching in sign language.   And 
maybe someday we can revitalize our 
hopes of starting a deaf orphanage and 
deaf school being in a more populated 
area with more churches and Christians 
around to help.  I’m sure there are even 
more possibilities and opportunities that 
we haven’t even thought of yet.  It is 
exciting to follow God’s path.  
 
I am sure many of you are now wondering 
what about Emanuel Baptist Church for 
the Deaf. Once we knew we were leaving 
we contacted the church where we used to 
be at and coincidently which happens to 
be where the deaf ministry was born over 
16 years ago under another missionary.  
After praying and holding a meeting that 
church, Christ is Coming Baptist Church, 
decided to accept the responsibility of the 
deaf ministry again.  There is a couple 

within the church that knows sign 
language and will be teaching the deaf 
directly in their language.  The church as 
a whole has decided to start holding sign 
language classes so other members of the 
church can communicate with the deaf.  
We are excited to see this church take 
such an interest in the deaf.  Of course 
our church was sad to hear of our news, 
but we believe they will do well being 
integrated into Christ is Coming Baptist 
Church.  
 
We have served in Sucre working with 
the deaf for almost 7 years.  The time flew 
by quickly.  In that time we were able to 
see 8 deaf make professions of faith and 
we were able to counsel and witness to 
countless people.  We are so thankful for 
the time God gave us in Sucre.  We know 
God will continue to use the seeds we 
planted and we hope and pray God will 
move in Sucre in a mighty way! 
 
We finished out 2015 with our church by 
holding a special service and a big 
Christmas party, which were both well 
attended.  It was an important service 
because we got to give the gospel to those 
who only attend those few special 
services a year.   We were able to, as a 
family, give each of the children of the 
deaf a present for Christmas and a box of 
cookies to the parents.  We wanted them 
to know how much we love them.    
 
We spent the month of January 
integrating our church into the other 

church and now they are officially moved 
to the other church.  Please keep them in 
prayer.  Pray they grow under this new 
church.  Keep praying for Cynthia and 
Jhosimar for their marriage.  Keep 
praying for Magaly and Renato who want 
to dedicate their daughter to the Lord 
and have been encouraged to live for God 
more faithfully.  Pray that the deaf who 
think this church is too far away to go to 
will go anyway.   I hope our church will 
always be on your minds when you pray.  
Please also keep us in your prayers as we 
move to Santa Cruz and get involved in 
new ministries.  Santa Cruz is currently 
somewhat of a hotspot for this new Zika 
virus, which could be a serious health 
risk for our unborn child if Jess gets 
infected.  A number of missionaries we 
know have already gotten the virus.  Also 
pray for good weather for the move.  It 
has been raining a lot here, which makes 
the dirt mountain roads hazardous.  And 
finally pray that the transporters of 
Bolivia would stop blocking all the major 
roads sometime soon.  From what we 
understand, they won’t open up the roads 
for travel till they get a special tax break 
from the government.  Life is always 
interesting here in Bolivia. 
 
As always, we love and appreciate all of 
you.   
 
For the Gospel ’s Sake,  
 
Luke & Jessica Marie 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Info: 
Field address: 
Casilla # 3183  
Santa Cruz, Bolivia 
South America 
Support Info:  
BIMI P.O. Box 9215 
Chattanooga, TN 37412 
www.4thegospelssake.com 
LukeMarie@bimi.org 
 

Please note our new address and direct any mail to this address from now on.  Thanks. 


