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The last few months have been filled with many new and unexpected experiences all across the world.  The government of Papua New Guinea 
(PNG) locked everything down with the onslaught of the Coronavirus at the end of March. All international and domestic flights were canceled.  
All schools, stores, and open markets were closed as well as public vehicle transportation.  The government has declared a “state of emergency” 
until September 17.  Anyone flying into the country now is required to have special permission from the government to do so and those allowed 
entry must be put into quarantine for a minimum of 14 days.  The government is beginning to loosen some of the restrictions inside the country 
in certain areas, including opening of the schools. That, of course, may change as they have begun to report new cases of the virus. As in the 
United States, areas and cities vary in limitations and restrictions and are subject to change daily.

I mentioned before that in March we received four more containers of Bibles into the country. I have often looked back and thought how good 
God was to us during that time. God is good all the time, but sometimes in our humanity, we recognize it in some ways more than at other times. 
If the containers had been delayed even a few days, the government could have stopped the Bibles from entering into the country—much less 
allowed to be trucked to secure locations to store.  Only our great God could orchestrate the timing the way it happened. What a blessing!  Haggai 
2:19 asks, Is the seed yet in the barn? The Bibles are there and ready to go.  Our desire is to continue putting them into the hands and hearts of 
the young people.

In spite of the heartbreaking events that we see as a result of this pandemic, God has 
brought about many positive ways to increase our faith. As missionaries, we are blessed 
to train, teach, and work alongside the national workers and pastors, then in turn to see 
them take the lead and carry the burden in this project. This truly helps to guarantee 
the continuation of this outreach and ministry. Pastor Holmes Tako of Morota Baptist 
Church in Port Moresby, PNG, and I have communicated almost daily concerning the 
events due to the Coronavirus in the country and the continual logistics of this ongoing 
project.  He reported that even with the lockdown, the government has not stopped the 
churches from meeting. They have been able to conduct two special youth meetings with 
over 100 young people each night and many saved. 

He has also been able to distribute Bibles to students as the schools begin to open back 
up. Pastor Gershom, a national pastor from Popendetta, traveled five hours by dingy 
(small boat) to distribute Bibles to six village schools. This is an extremely remote area 
and they know very little of the virus. National Pastor Reksy Okena has been working 

in the Kainantu District in the Eastern Highlands, doing schools in the remote mountainous regions. His daughter recently emailed me the 
following: “On Behalf of Ps Reksy Okena, church and people of Kainantu, I would like to take this opportunity to thank God for the generous Hearts 
of those Christians who have invested their resources toward BIMI Bible Project in PNG and BIMI for coordinating the project. May God bless you 
all.” Certainly, our hearts’ desire is to be physically at the schools and actively distributing Bibles, but it is such a blessing to know that there are 
faithful men who can help us continue the project in spite of the present distance between us. Thank God for the technology that has enabled us 
to do this! For now the Coronavirus has changed the normalcy of our mission work and the 
ways in which we are required to carry out our ministry as missionaries. Please pray that 
God will show us how to effectively minister during these days.

My wife and I have struggled to find the words to properly express our heartfelt appreciation 
for your faithfulness in your prayers and continued financial support. We realize that these 
are trying days for the churches and for many of you personally. God bless you for your 
faithfulness and sacrifice. God has not brought us this far to stop now. We might be delayed 
but by God’s grace and help, we will get the job done! Please pray specifically that travel will 
open again so we are able to travel safely back to Papua New Guinea. I have prepared a new 
video update of the Bible Project. Please consider taking a few minutes to watch our latest 
short video update to see what God is doing in Papua New Guinea.

Video Update: www.bimi.org/png
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