
It has been an interesting few weeks to say the least. We still continue to minister to the people in their homes--especially those 
who have no way to connect to our online services. Our church tradition is to have people wear a chicken hat on their birthday 
and sing to them in the service. That chicken hat has now been all over Columbus as we try to connect with people on their 
birthdays! My concern is that people will become complacent and  too used to hibernating. We had planned a big 2nd church 
anniversary, but had to cancel. We were able to open our building back up for services about 5 weeks ago--only about half 
returned at the beginning, but our attendance continues to improve. The hard thing was having to tell the DeafBlind that we will 
not be able to provide interpreters for them at this time.  People are still concerned about the virus and interpreting for the 
DeafBlind involves physical touch and very little social distancing.

We have had the opportunity, though, during this down time to do some updates to  the building. Our son, Scottie, has been a 
tremendous help in this department. We have updated the nursery, children's classroom, foyer, as well as the auditorium. Bro. 
Roger and his wife, Birdena, blessed our hearts a couple of weeks ago when they came into my office and handed me money to 
update seven of the lights in the back hallway. Even during this down time, God is at work. We were able to see a Deaf lady 
baptized during one of the services and have had several visitors since we reopened. I also had the privilege recently of 
performing the funeral service of a 100 year old Iwo Jima veteran whose Deaf daughter and son-in-law attend our church.

Through a generous donation, we have been working hard to update our audio/visual equipment. This has been a challenge as a 
Deaf man.  I can't even tell when my own mic is on! Please pray with us as we attempt to improve our online services--especially 
when it comes to audio difficulties we have been experiencing. The Deaf folks think it's great, but they don't realize that the audio 
has a problem.  It has been a huge learning curve trying to figure it all out, but God is able! We were truly blessed on Sunday 
when Pastor Dustin Bonham and a large group from Lighthouse Baptist Church in Wartburg, Tennessee, came to surprise us for a 
visit. I was brought to tears and they were such an encouragement!

A huge blessing has been seeing people respond to the altar lately.  Many new Christians do not really know what an altar is for, 
but we have seen God move as people have been responding and seeking spiritual growth.  Please keep us in your prayers as we 
have an urgent unspoken request—we are gathering information currently and will be sending out another letter soon with 
more details. 
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