
Over the years, I have had the privilege of being in great churches who emphasized missions.  We were usually on the giving 
end financially rather than receiving.  People would tell about the woes of deputation, the strange food they would have to 
eat, the awkward places they would have to stay, and the wild and woolly people they would meet. It was something to be 
endured until you were fully supported.  And then it was our turn...   I can honestly say that 99.99% of our experience was 
positive and the other % consisted of inconveniences.


I have mentioned in the past about the blessings of deputation and having the opportunity to meet some amazing people and 
pastors.   I did not fully grasp the whole picture until we began LifeSigns Deaf Baptist Church 3 years ago.  Some of our 
biggest supporters and prayer warriors are those we met on the road.  These are the people who text us and let us know they 
are praying for us.  These are the people who send cards and letters to let us know they care.  These are the people who 
respond to our prayer letters letting us know that they are excited about what God is doing here.  These are the people who 
were once strangers but are now cherished friends---because of deputation.


When we purchased our property about 5 months ago, I wondered why God didn't just give it to us.  He could have, but He 
didn't.  In the quiet times in my office, though, I could almost hear God say, "This is going to be your Red Sea."  (Yes, God 
even talks to Deaf men.)  I would not have learned so many valuable lessons about faith and prayer if I had not gone through 
the experience.  I would not have discovered so many important contacts and resources locally and nationwide if I had not 
gone through the experience.  I would have missed out on so much if He had just given it to us, and our people would not 
have seen the many ways that God has come through for us.


During Covid we were forced to learn how to do our services online--it was quite the learning curve!  It was out of our comfort 
zone, but we moved forward.  Recently, a perfect stranger out of state sent a letter stating how much she enjoyed watching 
our services online and wanted to help with our building need with a $10,000 check!  God turned a seemingly negative thing 
into a positive.  He does this all the time.


Back to deputation...We were privileged recently to have Pastor Lou Guadagno and several men from Old Time Baptist 
Church in Hamburg, NY, here who took it upon themselves to help with our windows and doors and installation--23 windows. 
(That's a lot of Windex!)  How did we meet? Deputation.  The children from one of our other supporting churches--Bible 
Baptist Church in Clementon, NJ, sent $1501 from their VBS offering.  Another church (Star Baptist Church) in a small town in 
Oklahoma is such a blessing to us as well each month in this journey. How did we meet?  Deputation.  I could go on and on 
about those who have supported this ministry,  but I would hate to miss anyone.


We continue to move forward in our effort to payoff the building in 5 years. We are attempting to raise $123,000 by the end of 
the year to get us to a more comfortable number.  Thank you to ALL of you who have been a blessing!
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