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Warming 
Up! 
I love starting these letters with 
a little glimpse into the ‘normal’ 
side of life here in New 
Zealand. Right now, we’re right 
in the middle of our Spring 
season, which means more 
opportunities to get outdoors. 
This particular picture was 
taken on a beautiful afternoon 
at Lake Coleridge, about 90 
minutes outside of Christchurch. 
While I didn’t manage to snag a 
trout, I certainly enjoyed the amazing weather and scenery! We live in an 
unbelievably beautiful corner of God’s creation!

Family Update 
Juliana and I want to make sure that each of you know how grateful we are for 
your friendship and prayers during our recent loss of our unborn baby boy. Each 
email, text, and note was well and truly appreciated and helpful. 

For those of you unaware of the situation, here is a brief update. On the 8th of 
September, a Sunday, Juliana came to me telling me she didn’t quite feel right and 
was a little concerned about the baby (she was just a couple of days shy of 20 
weeks). We scheduled an emergency ultrasound the next morning and found out 
that the Lord had decided to take our first son to Heaven. 

The next few days were and are a blur. The next day we visited the hospital and 
received one final confirmation of baby’s passing, and then two days after that, 
Juliana delivered the baby without complication. Our church family rallied 
around us in a tremendous way, and like I said, many of you reached out and 
prayed. It was wonderful to feel God’s grace during a difficult time such as that.

One of the first things we might wonder in the immediate aftermath of a thing 
such as this is what God might be doing behind the scenes. Often, we don’t find 
out for a very long time, and sometimes, we may never find out. That was not the 
case for us, as God showed us very quickly what He was doing. I think you’ll be 
amazed to hear the story of what happened almost immediately after.
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Family News 

Emma’s birthday was on 
October 7, and this year she 
turned four years old! We held 
a party for her for the first time, 
and invited all of her friends 
over. She had the best time! 
We are so thankful for our girl! 
Thank you to the many of you 
who sent her a birthday note! 

On a more sober note, we 
want to also thank the many of 
you who reached out to us 
during the loss of our unborn 
son last month. I literally spent 
hours replying to all of you 
who reached out. We are 
thankful for you, and we are 
thankful for God’s grace. More 
on that situation in the main 
body of the letter.

HUTCHENS FAMILY 
Serving in Christchurch, New Zealand 

A spring afternoon spent 
fishing on crystal clear Lake 

Coleridge. Beautiful!
The birthday girl at her first 
ever birthday party!
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We lost the baby on a Monday, and all that week I struggled with that I was 
supposed to preach on Sunday. I nearly asked someone to fill in for me, but then 
I felt like I should definitely preach. We have been going verse by verse through 
Acts, so I started working through the next passage of verses. I was about 25% 
ready for the Sunday sermon when I just hit a wall - I couldn’t focus and kept 
thinking about all of the little things God had been teaching me through the loss 
of the baby. Suddenly, it became clear what God wanted me to do - He wanted 
me to preach about these lessons I had learned. I wasn’t overly eager to do so, 
because I’ve never been one to harp on the bad things I might be facing. But I 
couldn’t shake the feeling that that was what the Lord wanted. So, I prepared a 
message surrounding those several thoughts and got ready for Sunday.

On Sunday morning, I had been getting ready for the day, when I noticed I had a 
missed call and a text message on my phone. The missed called was from a 
number I did not recognize, and the text message was from a pastor friend down 
in Ashburton, Pastor Mike Grove. The message said: “Just gave your number to a 
man I led to the Lord last year. He has drifted away…and moved to Christchurch. He and 
his girlfriend just lost a baby and he’s looking for a church to attend today.”

I immediately saw that the missed call was from the gentleman Pastor Grove had 
referred. I called him right back, and was amazed to hear that they had lost their 
baby at the exact same time as us. We later found out that we had likely been in 
the hospital at the same time as well. Will and his partner, Sandy, attended the 
service that afternoon, and with tears flowing down their faces allowed me to 
pray with them and share the Gospel. Will already has a testimony of salvation, 
but Sandy does not. Please pray for this couple as we continue to try and reach 
out to them, and pray that Sandy will be saved. How incredible is it that God 
knew exactly what was happening there, and crossed our paths with that couple! 

Ministry Updates 
Our building situation remains the same. The congregation that is selling the 
building we’ve been pursuing is still interested in selling, but has really been 
dragging their feet in making decisions. We’re in constant contact with them and 
would appreciate your continued prayers with regards to that situation. 

In September, we hosted our 3rd BBQ outreach of the year. Unfortunately, it was 
a bit of a (literal) wash, as it poured rain and didn’t get out of the 40’s. Despite 
this, we had about 15 people come in from the community, they received a 
Gospel tract, warm food, and friendly fellowship from our church family. Our 
final BBQ for the year is planned for the first Saturday of December. This will no 
doubt be our biggest one of the year, since it’s in the summer! Please pray!

This past Sunday, we launched our Spring Outreach Program. We are 
encouraging our folks to be involved through door-to-door outreach, handing out 
tracts, and personal soul winning training. This will all culminate with the 
Christmas BBQ in December. I am praying that the Lord will really help our 
church to lift up our eyes and focus on those around us in the need of the 
Gospel!

Thank you again for your encouragement and prayer these past few weeks!

Thank you for your continued prayers!
Sam, Juliana, Emma, & Alexa Hutchens
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A couple that was recently 
baptized and joined the church! 

Praises 

• Praise the Lord for His grace 
through the recent loss. 

• Praise the Lord for a new 
couple being baptized and 
joining the church in 
September! 

• Praise the Lord for the 
continued progress with our 
Chinese seekers. 

Prayer Requests 

• Pray for continued fruit in our 
daily ministering and 
witnessing. 

• Pray for wisdom with regards to 
the pursuit of this building. 

• Pray for our next Community 
BBQ Outreach - 7 December. 

• Pray for our church family as we 
enter into our Spring Outreach 
Program. Pray for souls and a 
burden for others!
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