SUMMER UPDATE
Dear Praying Friends and Family,
We hope that you had a lovely Summer filled with God’s fruitfulness and blessing. The Summer here, as always it seems, was very busy! Between
church ministries and outreach and Camp Victory, May to August feels to be a bit of a blur. But as we reflect with you on the various ministries and
how God has worked in different aspects and people, our hearts are encouraged. God’s work is truly always advancing and we are so thankful to
be able to be on board, moving a long with it. We pray that this Summer update encourages your heart, as well, and that you experience joy with
us in these things as you read.

JEHOVAH-JIREH: GOD OUR PROVIDER

In our last update we asked prayer for a third minibus for the church and God’s provision for it, in His time. For several months we have been
renting a minibus from a government-run agency in the city. They had worked out a special price with us and we hired from them every weekend
for the Bible Club on Friday and for Sunday School on Sunday. We also hired two minibuses from them for the Sunday School Day and Parade, as
well as for the Holiday Bible Club. So our relationship with them had only grown as we became “regular customers.” One weekend, Jared asked if
they happened to be selling any of their buses and, if so, would they would be willing to do a hire-to-own sort of contract. They said they would
discuss it over the weekend and get back to us on Monday. Well, Monday came and Jared rang to see what was determined. We received a great
shock when the lady on the other end of the phone told us that their organisation had discussed the matter, appreciated our work with young
people in the community, and would like to donate (at 100% no cost to us) a minibus to our church! Wow! Tears of blessing flooded our eyes and
pure joy swelled in our hearts. This was a direct answer to prayer! The only plausible reason as to why they would do such a generous thing was
summed up in our hearts and minds as: “God [truly] moves in a mysterious way, His wonders to perform…” To say we were encouraged would be
an understatement. What this answer to prayer has done for the faith of our congregation and the young people who were also praying earnestly is
truly unexplainable. To add to the remarkableness of the whole situation, in the Bible Club that very Friday (before), we had just taught the children
about the name of God, “Jehovah-Jireh” and how God provides for His people as they trust Him. What an incredible, REAL LIFE example for them to
experience for themselves! We now rejoice in the lovely, God-given ‘fleet’ of three minibuses that go out each week to collect young people–– one
white, one blue, and one bright green! Hallelujah!
Here is another testimony of experiencing God as “Jehovah-Jireh”: In England there are required vehicle inspections that are required in order to
keep a minibus roadworthy and legal. It just so happens that the costly MOT (an overall inspection) of all THREE minibuses was due at the same
time, right before Camp Victory! We also knew that there were some needed repairs to be done to one of the buses in order for it to even pass the
MOT; something else that was not cheep. We had just finished the Wednesday evening prayer meeting and had taken these things to the Lord in
prayer with those in the congregation. Only those there that evening were made aware of these needs and the urgency to pray for God to provide.
Well, right before Jared was to start the Bible Study that evening, he received a text message stating that God had, once again, used His people to
provide the exact monetary amount for all repairs and inspections–– completely unsolicited by us! God is so wonderful! We praise the Lord for the
generous donation and all three buses had the needed repairs and inspections.
Another blessing we have witnessed recently is a man who has been attending the church for the past year. Coming from an atheistic background,
he would come to the services earnestly searching for truth. We praise the Lord that, after many conversations and services and late-night phone
calls, he recently confessed that he has come to know Christ as Saviour! He has been faithfully attending the services of the church on Sunday
and Wednesday and also brings his family to the Sunday School and Friday Bible Club. He has even started to help drive the minibus to collect the
young people! What a privilege it has been to see him go from denying God’s existence to finally understanding the gospel and now growing in
his christian faith, desiring to serve however he can. To God be the glory!

CAMP VICTORY

A highlight of the Summer for us (and the young people) is Camp Victory! The theme this year was “More than Conquerers.” Joy was a team captain
of the Archer’s (which lost both week–– oops! So sad! Ha!) and Jared assisted with several other roles and responsibilities. As a whole, this was the
most attended year of Camp Victory yet. We praise God for blessing the two weeks with over 150 junior campers and more than 100 senior campers! Several of the Senior campers from the previous years were also able to be “staff in training” for the first time this Summer; it’s been incredible
to witness their spiritual growth! Praise the Lord!
What a privilege to take down 49 young people from the Sunday School for Camp Victory this year. The Lord used these two weeks to really challenge our young people to take the next step–– whether it be in salvation or in their Christian walk. Several good conversations have been shared
and doors opened even further for the gospel. Thank you to those who prayed for Camp Victory and the young people attending. They are already
looking forward to and asking about Camp Victory next year and we are praying for much fruit to abound.

WEEKLY YOUTH RALLIES

Last winter we began a monthly youth rally with the hopes of bringing in the older siblings of the children who attend our Sunday School and
Friday Bible Club. What a blessing it has been to see these teenagers not only attending the Youth Rally, but now coming along to the Sunday
School and Friday Club and even Camp Victory –– something they initially told us they would “never do.” It is amazing to see how God is breaking
down barriers. Because of this great interest and their keen desire to learn more about the Bible, we are going to begin holding the Youth Rally
weekly, instead. Please make this a matter of prayer with us. After taking several of these teenagers to Camp Victory this Summer, conversations
have been shared that reveal the spiritual condition of these young hearts. One lad even told Jared, “I know I need to be saved. I know I do. But I’m
just not ready yet. I can’t.” Please help us pray that the gospel will break through in their hearts and the God will use the Youth Rallies as a means
to help dig the soil and plant the seed.

A NEW MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY!

This September we are thrilled to be starting a new gospel-outreach ministry that we pray will be very effective in reaching more families with
the gospel: a “Mums and Tots” group. Toddler groups are very common in England and we pray this will prove to be an effective way of reaching
into more homes with the gospel. During a “Mums and Tots” group, mothers from the area are encouraged to come along with their babies and
toddlers for a free time of play, crafts, singing and a Bible story at the church. Please pray with us for the start of this ministry and that we would see
many mothers coming into the church with their littles ones and that we would be able to effectively communicate the gospel!

WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY

At the beginning of the Summer we began holding a prayer meeting and Bible Study on Wednesdays at the church. This is a huge answer to prayer
and we have seen a good response of people attending. Just the other week two men from the open air attended the service and stayed for almost
an hour afterwards asking questions about the Bible and the gospel. At times we have seen over 10 people attending the service. We have truly
felt the Lord meet with us during the prayer meetings, as well. Seeing God answer several specific prayer requests shared during this time has only
strengthened the congregation unity and our faith. For this we are so thankful! Please help us pray for this midweek service as we desire to see it
become a time of real spiritual strengthening for the church.

BRIGHTON’S GOSPEL TENT MISSION

Just this month we were able to be a part of the Brighton Gospel Tent Mission held in Brighton, England. This four-day meeting was held under
a large marquee with a children’s Bible club and an evening gospel service. It was a joy to work along side fellow missionaries, especially the McClure family who are ministering at a church-plant in the heart of the city of Brighton. It was incredible to see people from the area who came to
the meetings as a result of leafletting and the Open Air (street preaching) throughout the week. Please pray for the seeds of the gospel that were
planted during the tent mission and for the gospel to break through in the lives of those who received tracts, leaflets, listened at the open air, or
attended a service.

