
West Jacksonville Baptist Church, 
19/10/2019 

The Ties that Bind 

 

In August, I took Samantha to the states.  She officially left the nest.  
It was hard on me as a dad.  Samantha was like, "Bye Daddy, see 
ya later."  This Dad shed many a tear on the way from OH to GA 
watching my little girl driving with her little sister in my rearview 
mirror, especially since Samantha hadn't had much of a chance to 
develop the needed driving skills to drive through cities on the scale 
of Columbus and Cincinnati.  

 

She is staying in a wonderful home built to help missionary kids 
transition from the mission field to America.  They were a great help 
and relieved a lot of my "letting go" angst. 
I am very grateful for the special offerings for our car needs, my 
father in law's assistance in acquiring a good first car for 
Samantha's launch into college life, and the many people praying 
and helping along the way. 

 

While in America, I reported to two churches we have not been able 
to revisit since becoming missionaries.  Our support is spread out 
across the states.  I visited 7 other supporters, a new Church plant 
in MO, and visited a college buddy who is starting a church in IA.   
They were three very busy weeks.  From IA to OH to GA to MO and 
back to IA. 

 

Upon returning to Germany, I had a short jetlag recovery and then 
started back into the swing of it all.  I was privileged to speak to the 
parents of the entire school at the opening of the new year.  Such 
an opportunity to spread the gospel is incredible.  10 min from law 
to grace.  One of the Christian teachers stated that one 
nonbelieving parent was on the fence concerning the school, but 
those 10 min clinched the deal. 

 

The next adventure was a three-day outing with 50 fifth graders.  I 
served as the only male counselor, baseball coach, policeman, 
guitar player, paracord bracelet instructor and pastor.  A fun-packed 
marathon!  Teaching baseball to that many kids at once was fun, 
but the highlight was making those bracelets.  With every knot in every bracelet, I taught that “God resists 
the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”  I always wanted to use my passion for tying knots to illustrate 
the gospel and here I was teaching fifth graders the gospel with more than 50 knots per kid, topping it off 
with three devotions reiterating those truths.  I am excited to have several of the fifth graders coming to our 
weekly baseball now, where I have more time to share Christ with them.  

 

I am excited about the growth in those who are in our church’s discipleship classes.  I am grateful that 
Skyler and Johaness could fill in during my absence.  Please pray for Skyler's health.  He is taking part in 
clinical studies using an experimental medication for crohn’s.  The emotional yo-yo ride of this sickness is 
wearing. 

 

So thankful for all you do to help us do what we do, 
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Temple Baptist Church,


12/03/2019

On This Wise


-an interesting phrase.  It comes from the proto-German.  It is also where we get the word “Wit”.   It is more than simply “in this manner”.  We also use a form of it in Clockwise.  The clock was a huge technological leap in engineering.  The German word knowledge (Wissen) also belongs to this family as well as many other commonly used words.


“On this wise”, leads to the reality that God is knowingly guiding how life unfolds.  He has control, even when we believe otherwise.  (Every pun is intended!)

Ro 11:33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!

To illustrate: I had an appointment with the doctor.  I got to the clinic at 7 sharp and after a while I noticed I was waiting a bit longer than usual.  After the visit, the nurse stated her relief that I had received the message she left on my answering machine. The appointment needed to be changed.   She was afraid that I was going to be late.  Surprised, I thought to myself, “but I didn’t get any message”.  On the way to the car, I checked my appointment card.  There in black and white was the original appointment at 2 in the afternoon.   God doesn’t miss messages!

God has control and has our backs, even when we are absent-minded.


We have a sweet senior lady who has been attending our church and expressed interest in joining.  Knowledgeable of her former church, we have been walking her through our discipleship.  I knew a touchy topic was coming up.  I carefully made subtle hints to our stance in preparation.


When the day came, she interjected, that due to her experience with her former church, the wisdom of the scripture was made clear.  Wow, my job was made easy!

I just finished preaching Gen. 39.  I used, “…godliness with contentment is great gain.” (1Ti 6:6) as the application.  Joseph went through so much and God never left his side!

Today, I received a letter from a dear church that is now a former supporter of our ministry.  Every time a missionary gets such news, it is excruciating.  We missionaries often falsely assume that all share the longevity of our commitment.  My gracious wife, again reminded me who we serve.  He is in control!  She was even backed up by this Sunday’s sermon!  So again, “on this wise”.

Please pray as I continue studying Hebrew and for the finances to cover the bill.  It has truly been a blessing while preaching through the O.T.  Please pray for our support.


Blessing:  The doctor gave a good prognosis for my knee recovery!
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